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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Newly submitted claims 20-23 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

Claims 20-23 recite a method for establishing a voice communication session 
comprising steps which are not recited in the method of original independent claims 1, 7 
or 14. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 20-23 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 
821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sicill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-13, 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bogard (US 6,757,365) in view of Goodspeed (US 2002/0065828). 

Regarding claims 1 and 18, Bogard discloses a method for establishing 
communications between a calling party using a telephone connection (caller at 
telephone 300 or 301; col. 5, lines 32-41) and a called party using an instant messaging 
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client (called party at computer 302 with an instant messaging service; col. 5, lines 55- 

67), comprising: 

receiving a telephone call connection request from the calling party (telephone 
caller requests a voice connection via voice portal 310; col. 8, lines 25-33); and 

establishing end-to-end voice communications between the telephone 
connection and the instant messaging client (computer user selects to establish the IM 
voice protocol session with the telephone caller; col. 8, lines 33-44). 

Bogard differs from claims 1 and 18 in that it does not teach using a telephone 
number to retrieve an instant messaging identifier. However, Goodspeed teaches the 
desirability of using a recipient's telephone number for instant message communication 
via a cross-referenced list of all handles belonging to the recipient (paragraphs 9, 57, 
60) such that it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to incorporate 
such use of the recipient's telephone number, as taught by Goodspeed, for selecting the 
IM user in Bogard so that the calling party can more easily identify the selected IM user 
by using the recipient's telephone number. 

Regarding claims 2-5, in Bogard, the user's instant messaging client supports 
voice communication with a voice telephone caller by translating between telephone 
audio and IM voice protocol format (col. 8, lines 33-44). 

Regarding claim 6, in Bogard, a telephone caller requests a telephone 
connection with a logged in IM user (col. 8, lines 1-33). 

Regarding claim 8, in Bogard, a user profile can include privacy settings, limits to 
callers from a buddy list, etc. (col. 11, lines 12-18; col. 12, lines 1-23). 
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Regarding claim 9, in Bogard, user's profile information indicates when a user's 
IM software can support voice communications (col. 8, lines 45-57). 

Regarding claim 10, in Bogard, IM server 308 also determines if the user is 
currently online and able to receive the voice communication (col. 7, line 47 - col. 8, line 
44). 

Regarding claim 11, in Bogard, IM sen/er 308 determines the called party's 
response to a prompt asking whether or not he/she wishes to accept the incoming call 
(col. 8, lines 29-44). 

Regarding claim 12, in Bogard, the end-to-end voice communication is 
established via telephony gateway 307 and voice portal 310 (Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 13, in Bogard, telephony gateway 307 interfaces between 
telephone network 304 and Internet 306 (Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 16, in Goodspeed, the user profile includes schedule 
information so that a call is automatically sent to a particular address according to the 
time of day (paragraphs 337, 340). 

Regarding claims 17 and 19, in Goodspeed, a telephone number is associated 
with a cross reference list of all handles belonging to the same owner, such as e-mail 
addresses, instant messaging addresses, pager number, PDA/PCD network 
identification, etc. (paragraphs 57 and 340). 

Response to Aiyuments 
4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 8-13, 16-19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). .^'^^-TJfV 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 



